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Verona Road/West BeltlineVerona Road/West Beltline
Draft Environmental Impact StatementDraft Environmental Impact Statement

(DEIS)(DEIS)
May 2004 Public HearingsMay 2004 Public Hearings

What WeWhat We’’re Doingre Doing

• WisDOT is in the sixth year of a study 
looking at long term (2050) solutions.

• We have just released a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)

• We will be receiving comments through 
early summer.
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InputInput
• 27 Technical Committee Mtgs
• 30 Policy Committee Mtgs
• 17 Public Information Mtgs
• 21 Presentations to City 

Committees
• 36 Presentations to 

neighborhoods/interest groups
• 67 Interviews with Businesses
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InputInput

PublicPublic
•• NoiseNoise

•• Neighborhood Traffic DiversionNeighborhood Traffic Diversion

•• CongestionCongestion

StaffStaff
•• Neighborhood ConnectivityNeighborhood Connectivity

•• PedPed/Bike Access/Bike Access

•• RedevelopmentRedevelopment

•• US 151 Route ConsistencyUS 151 Route Consistency

ProcessProcess
Needs Needs 

Assessment Assessment 
19971997--19981998

AlternativesAlternatives
Analysis     Analysis     
19991999--20002000

NEPA Study     NEPA Study     
20012001--20042004

Release Draft EIS     Release Draft EIS     
April 2 2004April 2 2004

Comment Comment 
PeriodPeriod

April 2 toApril 2 to June 8  June 8  
20042004

Public Hearings      Public Hearings      
May 17 May 17 -- Toki Toki 

May 18 May 18 -- Head StartHead Start

Select Preferred Select Preferred 
Alternative      Alternative      
SummerSummer -- FallFall

2004?2004?

Release Final EISRelease Final EIS
Spring 2005?Spring 2005?

30 day Review 30 day Review 
Period & Public Period & Public 

Hearing if Hearing if 
Requested      Requested      
Spring 2005?Spring 2005?

Record of Decision      Record of Decision      
SpringSpring-- Summer 2005?Summer 2005?

Implementation      Implementation      
2009?2009?
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No Long Term Improvements Will No Long Term Improvements Will 
Begin Until 2009 or LaterBegin Until 2009 or Later

Opportunities for Public Review of DEISOpportunities for Public Review of DEIS

Public DEIS Review Opportunities
• At hearing tonight
• Local Libraries
• DOT Web Site 

– http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov

• City of Madison Web Site 
http://www.ci.madison.wi.us

• Request a CD – ($4)
• Request a paper copy – ($25)
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How to CommentHow to Comment

Comment Period Extended to June 8, 2004June 8, 2004
(May be extended further)

Written Comments:
• May write comments here tonight
• May mail comments

In written comments please put Attn: John SteinerAttn: John Steiner

How to CommentHow to Comment

• Two Court Reporters at this hearing

• Court Reporter will transcribe verbal 
comments

• One-on-one comments at reporter 
station throughout the evening

• Open-air public comments after this 
presentation

• Speakers limited to 5 minutes

Verbal Comments:



6

1.1.US 151 Corridor US 151 Corridor 
(Verona Road)(Verona Road)

(Section 1 (Section 1 -- DEIS)DEIS)

US 151 Statewide Importance US 151 Statewide Importance 

Corridors 2020 
Backbone 
Route

• 3% of Wisconsin 
Roadways

• 34% of all auto 
travel

• 57% of all truck 
travel
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US151 Regional Access ImportanceUS151 Regional Access Importance
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US 151 Statewide ImportanceUS 151 Statewide Importance
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US 151 Area Comparison with Other US 151 Area Comparison with Other 
Regional System InterchangesRegional System Interchanges

USH 151/ USH 151/ 
USH 18USH 18

USH 151 NEUSH 151 NE

BeltlineBeltline
I 90/94I 90/94

US 151 interchange has US 151 interchange has 
to do the same work with to do the same work with 

much less spacemuch less space

Local Importance and IssuesLocal Importance and Issues

NoiseNoise

Neighborhood IsolationNeighborhood IsolationNeighborhood Isolation

Poor
Bike/Ped
Mobility

PoorPoor
Bike/Bike/PedPed
MobilityMobility
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US 151 Traffic GrowthUS 151 Traffic Growth
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USH 151 (Verona Road) USH 151 (Verona Road) 
Concepts/AlternativesConcepts/Alternatives

USH 151 Corridor USH 151 Corridor -- ConceptsConcepts

• Urban Roadway Concept
– Single-Point Interchange at Verona Road
– Verona Road signals would remain
– Verona Road would be expanded

• Freeway/Expressway Concept
– Freeflow Interchange at Verona Road
– Regional and local traffic would be 

separated
– Verona Road intersection signals would be 

removed and replaced with alternate 
roadways/ramps
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Urban Interchange ConceptUrban Interchange Concept

• Single Point

• Conventional 
Diamond

Urban Roadway ConceptUrban Roadway Concept
• Single-Point Interchange - Nashville, TN

•Allows Concurrent 
Left Turns

•More Efficient with 
Balanced 
Movements

•Not as Effective in 
This Application
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Urban Roadway Concept Urban Roadway Concept 
-- Single Point Interchange Single Point Interchange 
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Urban Roadway ConceptUrban Roadway Concept

Raymond Rd

Verona Rd

Freeway Concept Freeway Concept 
-- FreeflowFreeflow System InterchangeSystem Interchange

DiamondDiamond
interchangeinterchange

remains to serve remains to serve 
local trafficlocal traffic

FreeflowFreeflow ramps serve ramps serve 
regional/statewide trafficregional/statewide traffic
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Freeway ConceptFreeway Concept

Existing US 151 and Verona Road

Future US 151 and Verona Road

Freeway ConceptFreeway Concept

Home Depot

Dorn

Midvale

Verona Rd

Beltlin
e

US 151 Freeway
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Freeway Concept Freeway Concept -- Raymond RdRaymond Rd
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Freeway Concept CharacteristicsFreeway Concept Characteristics

Possible Grade 
Separated Extension 
of Raymond Road to 
Allied Drive

• Provides another 
entrance to an 
isolated neighborhood

• Results in some 
household relocations

Separate City of Madison Separate City of Madison 
Neighborhood Infrastructure PlanNeighborhood Infrastructure Plan

• City of Madison Initiative
• Partially Funded by DOT

New 
Commercial/ 

Office
New 

Residential
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Freeway ConceptFreeway Concept

To improve Beltline operation, Seminole 
Interchange Ramps will be removed.  (Too 
many merging vehicles in a short distance.)

S
em

in
ol

e

Overpass would remain

ComparisonComparison -- Traffic OperationsTraffic Operations

Alt 1 (Urban Roadway) 
can not accommodate 
2020 volumes and 
maintain a LOS of D or 
better at all corridor 
intersections

Alt 4 with modifications 
(Freeway) can 
accommodate 130% more 
corridor traffic than Alt 1 
and maintain an LOS C or 
better at all corridor 
intersections
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ComparisonComparison -- Traffic DiversionTraffic Diversion

With the Urban Roadway 
Alternative traffic uses 
other parallel routes, such 
as Seminole and Fish 
Hatchery, to carry the
overflow of southwesterly 
destined traffic.

With the Freeway 
Alternative, traffic 
from other parallel 
routes is drawn to 
the US 151 
corridor.

ComparisonComparison -- Traffic DiversionTraffic Diversion

WB to SB 
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Vehicles Per Hour (vph)
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ComparisonComparison -- BikeBike PedPed

With the Urban 
Roadway Alternative 
bicycle/pedestrian 
mobility remains similar 
to today.  A single point 
interchange is a little 
more difficult to 
maneuver for 
pedestrians and 
bicyclist

With the Freeway 
Alternative more 
bicycle/pedestrian 
connections are provided 
along and across Verona 
Road.  Pedestrians and 
Bicyclist would cross 
about 60 percent of the 
traffic volume that they 
would cross with the 
urban roadway 
alternatives.  

ComparisonComparison -- ImpactsImpacts

Freeway Alternative
• ~22 Acres R/W
• ~34 Business Relocations

– 26 Buildings
• 36-44 Household 

Relocations
– 11-12 Buildings

Urban Alternative
• ~11 Acres R/W
• ~ 6 Business Relocations

– 6 Buildings
• 20-25 Household 

Relocations 
– 11 Buildings

Affordable Replacement Housing is an Issue
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ComparisonComparison -- Interchange Impacts Interchange Impacts 

Freeway Alternative
• $110- 115 Million 

Construction Cost
• ~$25 Million R/W Cost

• Total Cost $135 to $140 
Million

Urban Alternative
• $50-$55 Million Cstr Cost

• ~$11 Million R/W Cost

• Total Cost $61 to $66 
Million

2.  Beltline 2.  Beltline 
(Section 2 (Section 2 -- DEIS)DEIS)
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Beltline AlternativesBeltline Alternatives
Two Alternatives A and B
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Ramp Meters
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Third Lane Added in Each Direction

Alternative A
Ramp Meters
Auxiliary Lanes
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Alternative B - Add Capacity (3rd lane each 
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3. Beltline 3. Beltline 
CrossingsCrossings
(Section 3 (Section 3 -- DEIS)DEIS)
• Interchanges
• Additional Grade Separated 

Crossings

InterchangesInterchanges
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Improvements (typ)
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Additional Beltline CrossingsAdditional Beltline Crossings

D’Onofrio

Wal-Mart/
West Towne

Grand
Canyon

East Watts
Extension

Why Additional Why Additional BeltineBeltine Crossings?Crossings?

• From 40 to 70 percent of the traffic 
traveling through the interchanges have 
nothing to do with the interchange.

• Lack of grid system overburdens 
arterials
– Gammon Rd
– Whitney Way

• As congestion grows, neighborhoods 
become trapped between arterials
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East Watts ExtensionEast Watts Extension

Fills Link in East-West Central Madison Corridor

East Watts Road ExtensionEast Watts Road Extension
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PossiblePossible
AlignmentsAlignments

Draws 13 to 15,000 vpd 
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Beltline Crossovers Beltline Crossovers -- Grand CanyonGrand Canyon
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Beltline Crossings Beltline Crossings -- DD’’OnofrioOnofrio
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Verona Road/West BeltlineVerona Road/West Beltline
Draft Environmental Impact StatementDraft Environmental Impact Statement

May 2004 HearingsMay 2004 Hearings


